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There is a week left in the 2010 legislative session and bills are moving fast and furious. The Supreme Court unallotment decision has left the DFL leadership in a scramble to end this session in something less than a train wreck. On Monday, both the house and senate passed a Hail Mary budget balancing bill that accepts most of the Governor’s unallotment and adds a fourth tier income tax on households making over $200,000 a year. It is widely assumed that the Governor will soon veto this bill. The DFL leadership has asked Republicans to put forward their own budget proposal if this one does get vetoed. 

The Education Omnibus bills are currently stalled and may be taken up Tuesday or Wednesday. The Senate’s bill does not include the shift. The most hotly debated pieces in these bills are the various alternative teacher licensure proposals that are necessary for a second race to the top application. Commissioner Seagren has said that she needs those bills passed before Sunday if they are going to submit another application. The second round application is due on June 1st. 

The Pension’s Omnibus Bill passed both houses and conference committee. On the floor of the Senate, Sen. Hann offered an amendment that would make every public employee hired after July 1st be entered into a defined contribution plan and close out the defined benefit pension plan. Unfortunately, six DFL senators voted for the amendment: Sen. Bonoff, Sen. Doll, Sen. Erickson-Ropes, Sen. Lisa Fobbe, Sen. Rummel and Sen. Saltzman. It is disappointing that they felt compelled to vote for this amendment but luckily it failed by a large margin. The same amendment was offered in the House but not a single DFL’er voted for it. In the house, an amendent was adopted that would direct the plans to study the feasibility of moving to a defined contribution plan. This provision was removed in conference committee; however, Sen. Betzold fears that this may trigger the Governor to veto the omnibus bill. 

We suffered a defeat on Friday night when the Omnibus Economic Development Conference Committee did not change the licensing provision for boiler operators. Unfortunately, we were unable to lower the fee increase for boiler operator licenses and exams. The effective date is not until January 2012 and we may be able to make changes next legislative session but it will not be easy. 

